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Chart 1: Referral for an assessment
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Reg 13

Should the case 
be referred on?

Is the LA responsible for undertaking the assessment?

RE
FE

RR
AL



© Caroline Thomas and CoramBAAF, 2024

ASSESSING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR ADOPTION SUPPORT IN ENGLAND

NoYes

If Yes to any 
of the above

If No to all of 
the above

Chart 2: Determining eligibility for an assessment
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Is the LA/RAA responsible for undertaking the 
assessment?

Has the child moved into the area more than three years 
after the adoption order was made?

Can the needs be met by referral to a particular 
adoption support service?

Has the child been placed within the LA/RAA by another 
authority and it is more than three years since the 

adoption order was made?

Has the child been placed and remained living within the 
LA’s/RAA’s geographical boundaries?

Refer to 
responsible LA/

RAA

Refer to service Assessment
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Chart 3: Planning an assessment for adoption support

PL
AN

N
IN

G

Who should be included in the assessment? Reg.14(2)

Which other agencies/professionals are 
currently involved with the child and family?

How should the assessment be conducted?

Adoptive parent?
Child/young 

person?
Other family 
members?

Other agencies/
professionals 

(school/health)? 
Reg.14(4)



© Caroline Thomas and CoramBAAF, 2024

ASSESSING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR ADOPTION SUPPORT IN ENGLAND

What are the family’s 
strengths? How 

supportive are the wider 
family and community?

What are the main 
concerns raised in the 

referral?

From adoptive 
family information

From key 
information about 

the child

From birth family 
history

How openly does the family talk about adoption with the child?  
Are there any contact arrangements?

What does the parent/child/young person think is needed now?

What has already been tried to solve the difficulties? What effect did this have?

What does the child say or feel about the concerns?

What might explain the concerns?

What are the desired outcomes?

Are there any issues about the child and/or adults’ safety?

Does everybody agree?

Formulate the plan

What areas of child’s and 
family’s functioning are 
affected? (What, when, 
how much and for how 

long?)

From existing 
information, including 

outcomes from previous 
service provision?
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Chart 4: Undertaking the assessment for adoption support
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NoYes

Has this assessment clarified what the needs are?

Do the issues require further clarification?  
Do they go beyond the LA assessment?

Commission a further assessment to be led 
by another service

Education 
SEN

Health 
GP

CAMHS Other

Will one or more of the following services 
meet these needs?
(a)	financial support payable under Part 3;
(b)	services to enable groups of adopted 

children, adoptive parents and birth 
parents or former guardians of an 
adopted child to discuss matters relating 
to adoption;

(c)	assistance, including mediation services, 
in relation to arrangements for contact 
between an adopted child and a birth 
parent, birth sibling, former guardian or a 
related person of the adopted child;

(d)	services in relation to the therapeutic 
needs of an adopted child;

(e)	assistance for the purpose of ensuring the 
continuance of the relationship between 
an adopted child and their adoptive 
parent, including
i.	 training of the adoptive parent for the 

purpose of meeting any special needs 
of the child; and

ii.	 subject to para (4), respite care;
(f)	 assistance where disruption of an 

adoptive placement, or of an adoption 
arrangement following the making of 
an adoption order, has occurred or is in 
danger of occurring, including;
i.	 making arrangements for the 

provision of mediation services; and
ii.	 organising and running meetings 

to discuss disruptions in such 
placements or arrangements

Chart 5: Formulation of the adoption support plan and recommendations
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Prepare/refine written assessment of 
needs report – for sending to the family

Does the LA propose to provide 
adoption support?

Prepare a plan (s.4(5), Reg.16(2)) 
Consult with health and education 

Reg.16(3)

Send plan for QA and authorisation 
to ASSA or resource allocation panel 

Reg.6

Send assessment and notice of 
proposal to provide services and 

service plan to person/s assessed 
Reg.17

Allow time for representations from 
family

Will LA/RAA provide services? S.4(4), 
Reg.17(5)

What are the outcomes, timescales 
for service provision, and monitoring 

arrangements?

To provide relevant information and 
advice about next steps

To provide relevant information and 
advice about next steps

Refer to agency’s 
therapeutic service

Refer to CAMHS Refer to ASGSF

Are the needs assessed defined as 
therapeutic? Reg.3(1b)

Refer to other 
service providers

Consider offering 
a Personal 

Budget

Send a notice of 
service provision 

Reg.18(1)

Chart 6: Notification of proposals and decisions


